COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS






           December 28, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on December 28, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Sarah Craft, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.   Also present were Kathy Norris, Kim Ortiz, Sam Weich and Jennifer Sparks. 
Moved by Butler, seconded by Craft to approve the Agenda and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Spence, seconded by Jensson to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the December 14 Minutes, Disbursements and Clerk’s Report.  Motion carried 5-0 with Craft abstaining from approval of the claim paid to Dutton, Braun, Staack and Hellman.  

Mayor Lubben noted City Attorney Lorenzen could not be present for the meeting but wished to extend his appreciation and thanks to outgoing Council Members Kyle Jensson and Mike Spence.
Moved by Craft, seconded by Butler to approve the TREASURER’S REPORTS for July, August and September and motion carried 5-0.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the PUBLIC WORKS REPORT and motion carried 5-0. 

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO KYLE JENSSON FOR HER DEDICATED SERVICE AS COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE CITIZENS OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA”.  Roll call vote passed 4-0 with Jensson abstaining and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-70 adopted.  Mayor Lubben also presented Jensson with a plaque recognizing her twelve years of service on the Council.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Jensson to approve “A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO MIKE SPENCE FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE AS COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE CITIZENS OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA”.  Roll call vote passed 4-0 with Spence abstaining, and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-69 adopted.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Butler to approve the first reading of “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 156 RELATING TO THE ELECTRICAL CODE”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0.  The second reading will be held at the January 11 meeting.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION #03-56 SETTING A SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR ELECTRICAL LICENSES”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-71 adopted.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION SETTING FEE SCHEDULE FOR PLUMBING PERMITS”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-72 adopted.  

Moved by Spence, seconded by Butler to approve “A RESOLUTION SETTING FEE SCHEDULE FOR MECHANICAL PERMITS”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-73 adopted.  

Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to make the following APPOINTMENTS TO THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION and motion carried 5-0:

- appoint Nancy Olson to fill the seat vacated by Kathy Norris, term ending December 31, 2010

- re-appoint Jim Bader and Joel Bishop, both terms ending December 31, 2015

Mayor Lubben reported that La Porte City Utilities has requested a WAIVER of the $75 FEE to submit a variance request to the Board of Adjustment.  The request is related to land the Utilities hopes to purchase for construction of a new water tower.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to waive the variance fee and motion carried 5-0.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS FOR LIBRARY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-74 adopted.  The Resolution transfers $2,224.93 from the Library Trust Fund to the General Fund for the cost of the new stand-alone book drop.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK FOR THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-75 adopted.  The Resolution adds the new Motor Vehicle Use policy to the employee handbook.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to extend the Community Center rental agreement with Seishin Ryu Karate Kokusai through June 30, 2010 and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to accept the RESIGNATION OF ROSEMARY SCHWARTZ AS MUSEUM DIRECTOR and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to table action on the MUSEUM DIRECTOR SALARY RESOLUTION until a job description and information on number of hours to be worked is received, and motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM and motion carried 5-0.
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