COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS






         November 23, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on November 23, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Sarah Craft, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Also present were Sam Weich, Kim Ortiz, Kathy Norris, Jim Rodemeyer and Corey Lorenzen.  

Mayor Lubben reported item 7b should be struck from the Agenda, as no response was received to the City’s counter offer for the Sweet Subdivision lot.  Moved by Butler, seconded by Craft to approve the agenda as amended and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the minutes of November 9 & 17, Disbursements, Utilities Report and Renewal of Beer Permit for Casey’s General Store and motion carried 5-0.

City Attorney Corey Lorenzen suggested the Council consider removing the construction time frame from the Sweet Subdivision Deed of Dedication and including it instead in the Purchase Agreement so the City has the flexibility to negotiate with each individual buyer.  Action on this will be considered at a future meeting.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Jensson to approve the CLERK’S REPORT and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to approve the PUBLIC WORKS REPORT and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Craft, seconded by Butler to continue participation in the FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM for the property eligible for a CDBG award and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, SELECTING A CONTRACTOR FOR THE SURVEY, INSPECTION AND TESTING OF THREE FLOOD DAMAGED PROPERTIES ACQUIRED BY THE CITY THROUGH THE 2008 HMGP ACQUISITION AND DEMOLITION PROJECT TO DETERMINE IF THE PROPERTIES HAVE MATERIALS CONTAINING ASBESTOS”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-62 adopted.  
Discussion was held on federal funding available for promotion of the 2010 CENSUS.  INRCOG has contracted with a local advertising agency to help educate people on the importance of the Census, and has suggested other cities within the county pool their funding dollars to help with this promotion.  The City could apply for funding to be kept locally but would then need a committee and a plan for how those funds would be spent.  Moved by Butler, seconded by Craft to pool La Porte City’s share of the federal funding with INRCOG and motion carried 3-2 with Spence and Whittlesey opposed.  The Council also agreed that using other promotional items, such as door hangers, would be more effective than Census pens or other trinkets.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CERTIFICATION OF UNPAID GARBAGE FEES IN THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, BLACK HAWK COUNTY, IOWA”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-63 adopted.  The fees will be certified against the parcel number ending in 462004.
Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to approve the first reading of “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES” and roll call vote passed 5-0.  Mayor Lubben then called for further action and it was moved by Jensson, seconded by Whittlesey to suspend the rules requiring three readings and pass the amendment.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Ordinance #440 adopted and effective upon publication.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to appoint Jeff Kronschnable to the vacancy on the LIBRARY BOARD following publication of the ordinance amendment, and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Spence, seconded by Butler to decline the APPLICATION FOR REDUCED GARBAGE RATE and motion carried 3-2 with Whittlesey and Craft opposed.  Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to not accept any further applications in the interim and motion carried 5-0.   At a later date the Council will consider whether this program should be continued and if so under what guidelines.    

Moved by Butler, seconded by Whittlesey to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 PM and motion carried 5-0.
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