COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS







November 9, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on November 9, 2009. Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Absent was Council Member Sarah Craft.  Also present were James W. Bronner, Kathy Norris, Kim Ortiz, Jeff Davis, Cathy Nicholas, and Sam Weich.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Spence to approve the Agenda and motion carried 4-0.

Council Member Craft arrived at 7:01 PM.  

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Butler to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the October 26 Minutes, Disbursements, and Renewal of Native Wine Permit for Rusty Pig.  Motion carried 5-0 with Whittlesey abstaining from payments made to La Porte City Printing and Design.
Mayor Lubben reported an offer of $2,000 was received for the 2005 POLICE CAR, which has been advertised for sale for several months.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Jensson to approve the sale and motion carried 5-0.  Moved by Butler, seconded by Spence to approve the Police Report and motion carried 5-0.  
No Deputy Clerk’s Report was available.  

Black Hawk County Engineer Cathy Nicholas presented information on the planned RECONSTRUCTION OF BISHOP AND KING ROADS FROM THE LA PORTE CITY LIMITS TO MCFARLANE PARK. Nicholas anticipates the preliminary design will be completed in early December, and a public meeting will be held at the La Porte City Community Center to review the project.  Bids are expected to be let next spring with construction starting in June 2010.  Nicholas suggested the Council may want to consider improving at this same time the 580 feet of Bishop Road between the Iowa Northern railroad tracks to the east City limits.  The cost to mill and add new asphalt to this portion is estimated at $55,000-$60,000.  Mayor Lubben responded the City would have to review its priority list for road repairs to determine if funds could be reallocated to the Bishop Road project.  
Mayor Lubben announced the date and time had arrived for the PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SALE OF LOT 6 IN THE SWEET SUBDIVISION.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to open the hearing and motion carried 5-0.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Butler to receive and place on file proof of publication of the hearing and motion carried 5-0.  Mayor Lubben stated the purpose of the hearing is to determine whether Lot 6 in the Sweet Subdivision should be sold to Jeff Davis for $17,000.  No written or oral comments were presented and it was moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to close the hearing.  Motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SALE OF CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE”, which approves the sale of Lot 6 to Jeff Davis for $17,000.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-58 adopted.  
The Council reviewed proposed PRICING REVISIONS FOR LOTS IN THE SWEET SUBDIVISION.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to revise the price for Lot #8 to $25,500, and to additionally round the calculated price to the nearest one hundred for all other lots exceeding 10,000 sq feet.  Motion carried 5-0.
The Council reviewed the proposed MOTOR VEHICLE USE POLICY and agreed language should be added that allows the Fire Rescue Department to continue using City vehicles for public appearances and educational events.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to table formal action until a revised copy could be reviewed at the next meeting and motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to accept with regret the RESIGNATION OF SALLY SHERWOOD FROM THE HAWKINS MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOARD and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Jenssen to approve “A RESOLUTION AMENDING SALARY RESOLUTION #09-36 SETTING SALARIES FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-59 adopted.  
Moved by Butler, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM TIF TO DEBT SERVICE”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-60 adopted.  The Resolution transfers $4,607.01 from TIF to Debt Service for the Family Aquatic Center bond payment.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM CAPITAL PROJECTS TO DEBT SERVICE”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-61 adopted.  The Resolution transfers $14,055.00 from Capital Projects to Debt Service for the Sweet Subdivision bond payment.  
The Council reviewed the ANNUAL FINANCIAL RECAP for Fiscal Year 2009.   

A special council meeting is scheduled for November 24 at 6:30 PM to consider realtor proposals for listing the Sweet Subdivision lots.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM and motion carried 5-0.  
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