COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS







September 28, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on September 28, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Sarah Craft, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Also present were Allison Clark, Allen Clark, Jeff Davis, Heather Rose, Jim Ellis, Mike Saeugling, Corey Lorenzen and Jennifer Sparks. 
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the Agenda, striking Consent Agenda item 4e (approval of VFW / Legion Liquor License pending receipt of all information) and motion carried 5-0.  

Jeff Davis addressed the Council regarding purchasing two LOTS IN THE SWEET SUBDIVISION, combining them into one larger lot and having two curb cuts to access a garage and a second outbuilding.  Mayor Lubben acknowledged the request is not unreasonable; however a formal request would need to be considered by the Board of Adjustment to allow for an outbuilding only on the second lot.  

Moved by Butler, seconded by Spence to approve the CONSENT AGENDA, including the September 14 Minutes, Disbursements, Utilities Report and Clerk’s Report and motion carried 5-0.

City Attorney Corey Lorenzen updated the Council on buyout activity and reviewed correspondence from the Western Home regarding the proposed independent living facility.

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the TREASURER’S REPORTS for April & May and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Craft, seconded by Jensson to approve the PUBLIC WORKS REPORT and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Craft, seconded by Jensson to approve “A RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION #09-02 AND AUTHORIZING THE CERTIFICATION OF TREE ABATEMENT FEES IN THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, BLACK HAWK COUNTY, IOWA”.  Roll call vote passed 4-1 with Whittlesey opposed and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-49 adopted.

Mike Saeugling of VJ Engineering was present to review the proposed WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY PLAN.  Items to address include improvements to the influent lift station to improve pumping capacity; disinfection of effluent to meet required treatment standards using either chlorination or ultraviolet systems; sludge treatment and storage; inflow and infiltration analysis of collection system.  The cost for all recommended improvements is estimated at $688,750 and Saeugling confirmed the project would qualify for financing through the State Revolving Loan Fund.  There is also the potential for grant funding through the state IJOBS program.  
Saeugling added it is the recommendation of VJ Engineering to install reed beds in the location described in Option #2.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the Wastewater Facility Plan and motion carried 5-0.  

Jennifer Sparks reviewed a proposed response to AFFORDABLE HAZARDS REMOVAL, INC, who has requested additional funds for costs related to the demolition of flood-damaged properties.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to not pay the additional funds requested and motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Butler, seconded by Craft to approve the BUYOUT APPEAL from Allen and Allison Clark and motion carried 4-0 with Whittlesey abstaining.  A new assessed value had been assigned to the property prior to the 2008 flood; however the county website had not been updated to reflect this information at the time the original buyout paperwork was submitted.  Sparks confirmed there are sufficient funds in the buyout program to cover the additional amount.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve a “LOCAL MATCH RESOLUTION FOR THE HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM”, for phased costs.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-50 adopted.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to approve a “LOCAL MATCH RESOLUTION FOR THE HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM” for total costs.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-51 adopted.  
The Council reviewed bids for INSTALLATION OF EXHAUST FANS AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER.  The bid from Barz Electric totaled $875.00 and the bid from St Clair Plumbing, Heating, Cooling & Electrical totaled $627.96.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to accept the bid from St Clair Plumbing and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to approve “A RESOLUTION AMENDING SALARY RESOLUTION #09-36 SETTING SALARIES FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-52 adopted.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to approve “A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER EQUIPMENT RESERVE AMOUNTS FOR FY2010”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-53 adopted.  The Resolution transfers the following amounts to the Equipment Replacement Fund for future purchases:  from General Fund Police $14,000; from General Fund Fire $26,000; from General Fund Parks $7,500; from General Fund Garbage $10,500; from Ambulance Fund $20,000; from Sewer Fund $15,000.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to approve “A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER TOWNSHIP FUNDS FOR FIRE EQUIPMENT”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-54 adopted.  The Resolution transfers $2,172.53 from the General Fund to the Fire Department account in the Equipment Replacement Fund for future fire equipment purchases.
Moved by Spence, seconded by Jensson to set the date and time for TRICK OR TREATING as Saturday, October 31 from 5:30-7:30 PM and motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 PM and motion carried 5-0.  
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