COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS





               September 14, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on September 14, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Absent was Council Member Sarah Craft.  Also present were Jeff Dean, Jim Ellis, Dolores Bader, Allison Clark, Jennifer Sparks and Larry Feaker.  
Mayor Lubben noted item 7j would be added to the agenda to address a situation that has developed regarding a tax assessment for property cleanup.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Spence to approve the revised agenda and motion carried 4-0.   
Council Member Craft arrived at 7:01 PM.  
Moved by Butler, seconded by Jensson to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the Minutes of August 24 and September 8 and the Disbursements.   Motion carried 5-0 with Spence abstaining from approval of the payment made to Spence Tech Solutions, and with a correction noted to the spelling of the word “postmaster” in the August 24 minutes.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Whittlesey to approve the POLICE REPORT and motion carried 5-0.

Sparks updated the Council on building inspection personnel changes and flood buyout activity.  Sparks also reviewed the request from Allen and Allison Clark to have the buyout offer reflect the value of home improvements made prior to the 2008 flood.  The Council will be asked to take formal action on this request at its next meeting.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to approve the DEPUTY CLERK’S REPORT and motion carried 5-0.  
Jeffrey Dean was present to ask the Council’s approval to proceed with a Notice of Interest for a relocation grant.  The Notice of Interest is due September 15 and would be submitted by Deputy Clerk Sparks.  Dean would hire and pay for the engineering work required to complete a Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA).  If the BCA passes, Dean would also pay the estimated $1,500 fee to hire INRCOG to submit the grant application prior to the November 2 deadline.  Dean stated it is his intention to try and keep as many options open for him as possible.  Since elevating his home in the floodway is not an option, relocating is the next best choice with acceptance of the buyout offer being his last resort.  

Moved by Craft, seconded by Jensson to participate in the RELOCATION NOTICE OF INTEREST contingent upon Mr. Dean paying the Benefit Cost Analysis expenses as well as the application expense if the grant is not awarded.  Additionally, this approval is contingent upon confirmation that Mr. Dean can participate in both the buyout and the relocation grants simultaneously, with a firm commitment to be provided on the deadline for buyout participation.  Motion carried 5-0.
The Council reviewed a proposal from Acco to WASH AND PAINT THE CITY POOL.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to approve the proposal at a cost of $24,987.60 and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft authorizing the Mayor to sign the FLOOD GRANT APPLICATION FORMS and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Butler, seconded by Jensson authorizing the Mayor to sign the CDBG FORM related to the flood grant application and motion carried 5-0.
 Moved by Spence, seconded by Butler authorizing the publication of the CDBG NOTICE related to the flood grant application and motion carried 5-0.  
The Council reviewed a request from the LPC CUB SCOUTS to donate pool passes as prizes for their popcorn fundraiser.  Moved by Spence, seconded by Whittlesey to offer a two-hour pool party as a prize and motion carried 4-1 with Craft opposed.   
The Council reviewed a request from SEISHIN RYU KARATE KOKUSAI LTD to rent the Community Center on Monday evenings at a rate of $50 per month.  The group’s main purpose is to teach Seishin Ryu Karate to all ages in the La Porte City community as they have done in Cedar Falls for the past forty years.  Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to approve use of the building every Monday night from 5:00 – 7:00 PM for $50 per month, for a three-month period beginning October 1 thru December 31, and motion carried 5-0.  
The Council reviewed the PROPOSED INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITY information that was presented by the Western Home Communities at the special meting on September 8.  After discussion it was moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to approve site plan option #2 and motion carried 5-0.  It was then moved by Spence, seconded by Craft to propose the following to the Western Home:

1. City would sell Lot 29 and the unplatted land needed for the project to the Western Home for $1 at the time the Western Home makes a formal commitment to build
2. Western Home would be responsible for survey and legal fees
3. rezoning by the City will take place at the time the Western Home makes a formal commitment to build
4. storm water drainage/detention basin needs will be addressed 

Motion carried 5-0 and Mayor Lubben advised he will follow-up with the Western Home.  
Discussion was held on the LISTING AGREEMENT with Prudential One Realty Centre for the SWEET SUBDIVISION, which expires on October 1.  Moved by Jensson, seconded by Spence to let the existing agreement expire and motion carried 5-0.  

Mayor Lubben advised the term has ended for one of the UTILITY BOARD members and a notice will be published in the Progress Review seeking interested candidates.    
Discussion was held on the TREE ABATEMENT FEES that were assessed to 109 Walnut earlier this year.  At the owner’s request the Clerk contacted the County Treasurer to discuss payment options and is waiting for a response.  Moved by Butler, seconded by Jensson to allow a special assessment schedule with a 10-year maximum for repayment, if allowed by the County Treasurer.  Motion carried 3-2 with Spence and Whittlesey opposed.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM and motion carried 5-0.  
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