COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS






           August 24, 2009

The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on August 24, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Sarah Craft, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Also present were Corey Lorenzen, Larry Feaker, Sam Weich, Wendy Walker, Ron Crooks, Don Heckroth, Lauren Bauer, Mary Bauer and Jennifer Sparks.  

Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to approve the Agenda and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Butler to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the August 10 Minutes, Disbursements, Utilities Report,  Clerk’s Report and Renewal of Beer Permit for Main Street Pizza and motion carried 5-0.

City Attorney Lorenzen provided updates on outstanding fees due the City, sale of the Sweet Subdivision lot and flood buyout transactions.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the TREASURER’S REPORTS for December 08-March 09 and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the PUBLIC WORKS REPORT and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Whittlesey to pass the second reading of “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 151.03 RELATING TO THE PLANTING OF TREES”.   Roll call vote passed 5-0.  It was then moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to suspend the rules requiring three readings and pass the Ordinance.  Roll call vote passed 4-1 with Jensson opposed.  Mayor Lubben declared Ordinance #439 adopted and effective upon publication.  

Discussion was held on MAILBOX OPTIONS FOR THE SWEET SUBDIVISION.  Mayor Lubben reported that the post master would prefer two clusters of sixteen boxes, which would be provided by the postal service and installed on a cement pad provided by the City.  The other option is for the City to install posts throughout the subdivision that would hold four mailboxes.  The postal service would determine placement of the posts and the homeowners would be responsible for the cost of their mailbox.  Homeowners also have the option of having a locked box inside of the post office.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the option for four mailboxes per post and motion carried 5-0.  Public Works Director Weich will research options for mailboxes and posts, and Mayor Lubben will follow-up with the post master.  

Discussion was held on the option for a separate and additional contract with INRCOG to pursue GRANT FUNDS FOR ELEVATION OR ACQUISITION/RELOCATION of a certain property that is currently eligible for buyout funds.  Sparks reported that based on FEMA guidelines, properties located in the floodway will not be eligible for funding to elevate structures.  Sparks further reported that a Cost Benefit Analysis will need to be conducted if the Acquisition/Relocation option is offered.  It has been advised by Iowa Homeland Security staff that based on a preliminary evaluation of the requirements, the property would not likely pass the detailed and stringent analysis and funding would not likely be awarded.  Sparks also advised that this property has not been officially excluded by the State from the buyout list and this is still a viable option for this property owner.  Whittlesey then questioned what the owner’s options would be if he rejects the buyout and Sparks stated that due to the dwellings Substantially Damaged status the structure would have to be brought up to flood code by either demolishing, elevating or relocating at the owners expense.  Mayor Lubben questioned the timeline for action if the buyout offer is rejected by the property owner.  Sparks replied that the owner would need to formally reject the final offer, and then she would provide the owner a written document detailing what needs to be done to bring the structure into compliance with a deadline for completion.  The Council discussed that investing time, effort and money into a project that was not guaranteed to be recouped may not justify going forward with a Notice of Interest and additional contract with INRCOG.  It was moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Jensson to not offer additional options of Elevation or Acquisition/Relocation to any properties and motion carried 5-0.

Discussion was held on the DEMOLITION PROJECT AT 110 W MAIN STREET.  The policy of LPC Utilities is that when a property has been abandoned the water must be shut off at the main.  This is to prevent future expenses related to pipes between the main and the property shutoff that will corrode and eventually leak.  In this case the main is located under Main Street and the contractor will have to cut into the street in order to complete the work.  Sparks confirmed that the costs related to shutting off the water will be covered by the grant awarded for the emergency demolition work.  The Council agreed the water must be shut off at the main as per the demolition contract.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION TO HIRE AND SET SALARY FOR POLICE SECRETARY/ACCOUNTING CLERK POSITION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-45 adopted.  Kathy Williams has been hired to fill the position.  
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Whittlesey to approve “A RESOLUTION SETTING SALARY FOR TEMPORARY PART-TIME POLICE SECRETARY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10.   Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-46 adopted.  Lori Shepard will fill the temporary position.  
The Council reviewed an offer for LOT 23 IN THE SWEET SUBDIVISION.  Mayor Lubben called for a motion to accept the offer as presented and no motion was heard.  Mayor Lubben then called for a motion to counter-offer and it was moved by Spence, seconded by Whittlesey to present a counter-offer with the following terms:  1) sales price $21,000 2) house must be granted final occupancy status within twelve months of the closing date 3) deadline to accept counter-offer is noon on Friday, August 28th.  Motion carried 4-1 with Butler opposed.
Mayor Lubben then noted if the counter-offer is accepted a public hearing notice regarding the intent to sell the property must be published.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION SETTING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSAL TO SELL PROPERTY OWNED BY LA PORTE CITY”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-47 adopted.  The public hearing is scheduled for September 14, 2009 at 7:00 PM; however the notice will be withdrawn if the counter offer is not accepted.  

The Council reviewed proposed improvements for STORM WATER DRAINAGE along the south end of CHESTNUT STREET.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the proposal, with work to be completed by the Public Works Department and motion carried 5-0.

A request was received from LPC Elementary to post temporary signs allowing for ONE-WAY TRAFFIC ON GATES STREET.  Traffic has been redirected to Gates as a result of the ongoing construction projects.    Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to temporarily restrict one way traffic on Gates Street during this time of construction at the elementary school and motion carried 5-0.
Moved by Craft, seconded by Spence to approve the request from LPC Printing & Design for REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS and motion carried 4-0 with Whittlesey abstaining.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to receive with regret and place on file the RESIGNATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN DANEE HAYUNGS effective September 4th and motion carried 5-0.

Discussion was held on allowing a “Doggie Dip” at the LPC FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER on September 7th.    The Council agreed they would be open to this activity in the future but were lacking information needed to approve the event for this season.  

Petersen reported on the request from the Council on Aging to have VENTILATION FANS installed in the restrooms at the Community Center.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler directing the Council on Aging to provide two estimates for Council approval and motion carried 5-0.  

Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to approve a “RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE ANNUAL CITY STREET FINANCIAL REPORT FROM JULY 1, 2008 TO JUNE 30, 2009”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-48 adopted.
Moved by Jensson, seconded by Whittlesey to re-appoint Julie Petersen to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION for a term expiring June 30, 2012 and motion carried 5-0.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Spence to receive with regret and place on file the RESIGNATION OF POLICE SERGEANT JOSHUA EVANS effective September 11th and motion carried 5-0.  

The Council discussed changes to the City’s sign in the Sweet Subdivision and agreed to updates regarding pricing info and lots that have been sold.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM and motion carried 5-0.
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