COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS





       
               August 10, 2009
The City Council of La Porte City, Iowa met in regular session on August 10, 2009.  Mayor Rick Lubben called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with Council Members Todd Butler, Sarah Craft, Kyle Jensson, Mike Spence and Jane Whittlesey present.  Also present was Jennifer Sparks.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve the Agenda and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Craft, seconded by Butler to approve the CONSENT AGENDA including the July 27 Minutes and the Disbursements.  Motion carried 5-0 with Whittlesey abstaining from the claims paid to LPC Printing and Design.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Butler to approve the POLICE REPORT and motion carried 5-0. 

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Craft to approve the POOL MANAGER’S REPORT and motion carried 5-0. 
Discussion was held on promoting the 2010 Census and the Council directed Sparks to pursue providing printed materials and other promotional items for distribution.  Moved by Spence, seconded by Craft to approve the DEPUTY CLERK’S REPORT and motion carried 5-0.

No museum report was available.  
No engineer’s report was available.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to pass the first reading of “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA BY AMENDING SECTION 151.03 RELATING TO THE PLANTING OF TREES”, with the following changes:


Section 2.  add the word “trees” in front of the word “shrubbery”

Section 3.  delete entire section


Section 4.  delete entire section

Roll call vote passed 5-0.  The second reading will take place at the August 24 council meeting.  

Discussion was held on MAILBOX PLACEMENT IN THE SWEET SUBDIVISION.  Mayor Lubben spoke with the acting postmistress, who provided two options:  1) one post holding four boxes that would serve two homes on each side of the street; or 2) two clusters of sixteen mailboxes, one located at the corner of Comstock and Bowers and the other at the corner of Comstock and Sweet.  The Council agreed they prefer the first option and Mayor Lubben will gather additional information about placement, style and costs.  

Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to approve “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH DUTTON, BRAUN, STAACK & HELLMAN P.L.C. TO ACT AS THE CLOSING AGENT FOR THE CITY FOR FLOOD BUYOUTS FUNDED UNDER IOWA HOMELAND SECURITY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION GRANT AGREEMENT NUMBER HMGP-DR-1763-0034 01 / PROJECT NUMBER DR-1763-07-01”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-42 adopted.  
Moved by Craft, seconded by Whittlesey to table the resolution regarding the second wave of HMGP funds as the resolution has not been provided by INRCOG, and motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Jensson, seconded by Butler to approve “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A NEW CITY BANK ACCOUNT AT CEDAR VALLEY BANK AND TRUST”.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-43 adopted.  The new bank account is required by FEMA for tracking demolition and hazard mitigation grant funds.  
Discussion was held on renewal of the local option tax in Black Hawk County.  La Porte City’s current tax will expire December 31, 2012; however the City can include language to extend this tax on the November 3 ballot for this year’s municipal election.  Jensson noted there is no requirement that everyone in the county have the same sunset clause (expiration date), but by extending the date La Porte City would be on the same cycle as the majority of the county.  Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Spence to submit to the Board of Supervisors for their consideration “A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC REFERENDUM TO AUTHORIZE THE IMPOSITION OF A LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE TAX IN THE CITY OF LA PORTE CITY, IOWA, AT THE RATE OF ONE PERCENT (1%) TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2011”.  The 1% tax would not be a new tax, but rather an extension of the existing local option tax through December 31, 2017.  Funds received will continue to be used 100% for property tax relief.  Roll call vote passed 5-0 and Mayor Lubben declared Resolution #09-44 adopted.  
Moved by Whittlesey, seconded by Craft to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 PM and motion carried 5-0.
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